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Briefing for PWSRCAC Board of Directors – September 2017 

 
INFORMATION ITEM 
 
 Sponsor: Scientific Advisory Committee and 

Joe Banta  
 Project number and name or topic: 900 – Environmental Monitoring 

Program, Panel Discussion on PWS 
Herring 

 
 
1. Description of agenda item: At its September 2016 meeting, the Board heard 
from Scott Pegau, of OSRI and the PWS Science Center (also the project manager for 
EVOS Trustee Council herring research efforts), and Steve Moffit, ADF&G regional 
biologist, regarding the status of PWS herring.  
 
Over the summer, staff has shared information with the Board about a recent EVOS 
Trustee Council study that has additional information about the status of PWS herring. 
Some board members have expressed interested in hearing more about the study and a 
discussion of its conclusions along with other recent research based on their 
longstanding interest in herring as a keystone species critical to the health of the 
region. At its July meeting, SAC agreed that it would be good to put together 
information for such a presentation for the Board at its September meeting.  
 
When Steve Moffitt with AD&FG spoke at our September 2016 Board meeting he 
mentioned a study he was working on to look deeper into what caused the Prince 
William Sound herring crash after the Exxon Valdez oil spill. That study, titled 
“Evaluating signals of oil spill impacts, climate, and species interactions in Pacific 
herring and Pacific salmon populations in Prince William Sound and Copper River, 
Alaska,” was published last March. This study was funded in part by the Exxon Valdez 
Oil Spill Trustee Council, and can be found here: 
http://journals.plos.org/plosone/article?id=10.1371/journal.pone.0172898.  
 
A blog post about this study by Craig Medred gave it broad public awareness, and can 
be found here: https://craigmedred.news/2017/06/06/oil-spill-spared-fish/.  
 
There is another blog opinion from Medred (June 8): 
https://craigmedred.news/2017/06/08/see-no-news/.  
 
An APRN story that included a short critique by Rick Steiner can be found here: 
http://www.alaskapublic.org/2017/06/09/study-claims-exxon-valdez-oil-spill-didnt-
cause-prince-william-sound-fisheries-crash/.  
 
In the APRN article both Steiner and one of the report authors, Rich Brenner, now make 
similar points about the study’s conclusions not being groundbreaking and many 
things impact fish stocks.  
 
2. Why is this item important to PWSRCAC: This agenda item is important to the 
Council because understanding the PWS and regional ecosystems, and keystone 
species such as herring that are critical to those ecosystems, and how oil spills can 
impact the help inform other decisions that the Council makes.  
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3. Previous actions taken by the Board on this item:  
Meeting Date Action 
Board  9/2016 Received a presentation on the status of PWS herring 
 
4. Summary of policy, issues, support or opposition: The Following quote from 
Rick Steiner in the above referenced APRN article sums up some of the issues fairly 
well: “You know for any headline from the study, it’s not ‘Study finds oil didn’t cause 
long term impact on herring and salmon in Prince William Sound,’ but the headline 
would simply be, ‘Study reaffirms multiple factors behind Prince William Sound 
ecosystem dynamics,’ and that is the take home.” 
 
5. Committee Recommendation: Supported by the Scientific Advisory Committee 
at its July 2017 meeting.  
 
6. Relationship to LRP and Budget: None, item is for information only.   
 
7. Action Requested of the Board of Directors: None requested.  
 
8. Attachments: None.  
 


